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Sun of the morning, Thou eternal Flame 

Who came to illumine the shrouded earth— 

Born poor, lived dutifully, died in shame 

That mortal man, through Thee, might have rebirth, 

Hail to Thee, most worthy in all the world! 

Not as the crowds in Jerusalem cried, 

But then to turn with furious hatred hurled, 

Nor as men, now, intone with pomp and pride. . 

No, none of these can ever signify 

The import of Thy sacrificial death. 

Only a contrite heart can glorify 

The meaning of Thy resurrection’s breath. 

O Wonderful Creator of mankind, 

Let Thy pure Light shine in the darkened mind. 
—R. ROSS PARKHILL 
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The Glasgow Campaign 
NEWSMAN TO WRITE ARTICLES 
FOR JOURNAL 


Glasgow, Scotland, March 99, 1955. 
Dear Dr. Dendy: 


Have just received your note and was glad 
to hear from you again. You know, Southern 
country boys so far from home get a little lone- 
some and we're always glad to hear from — 
we consider homefolks. 


I will certainly make it a point to get a story 
off for you each week while I am here, and 
appreciate the cpportunity. 


The meetings began enly last night and little 
has shown up in the way of individual testi- 
menies, but I have asked Lorne Sanny to keep 
me posted on news cf that nature. There is no 


doubt in my mind that the most heartwarming © 


news of any crusade comes through the lips 
.cf people who have had the chains of sin un- 
shackled and see for the first time the wonderful 
truths of Christ. 


What a wonderful thing it is that God is 
doing in this bustling little country of Scotland. 
Church leaders say that the country is united 
as never before in history as the people have 
come together in one accord to pray for a mov- 
ing of the spirit of God. And in answer to the 
prayers of Christian people He is moving in a 
marvelous way. 


I think you will be thrilled as I was to read 
Bill’s remarks on the day of dedication. The 
people gathered sacrifices, and Solomon prayed 
that God might be pleased with the preparations 
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and the building of the temple. The people 
waited to see if God would answer and the Scrip- 
tures said that “fire came and consumed the 
sacrifices.” 


This was the day of dedication for the All- 
Scotland Crusade. All preparations had been 
made. The beautiful hall called Kelvin had 
been prepared. Prayers had gone up to God. 
The people had been prepared by wireless, tele- 
vision and the press. The people could see and 
follow with their prayers. Now they stood with 
bated breath and waited for the fire to fall and 
for the bones to come to life. Now they waited 
for the fire of God. Withcut the power of the 
Holy Spirit, all the preparations would be 
“sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal.” 


Billy, who gains more humility with every 
ounce of greatness, said: 


‘Today I want to humble myself in = your 
presence as best I can. I] want to dedicate my- 
self to Christ afresh. We as a team will offer 
ourselves to Him and to you. We promise that 
we will give all that we have—physically, moral- 
ly and spiritually. We promise to become chan- 
nels that God may flow through us. We promise 
to dedicate ourselves to this task. We promise 
by God's grace to try at this time to proclaim 
His message—to preach Christ and Him cruci- 
fied as the only hope of the world in which we 
live. 


“We stand and pray that the fire from Heaven 
will fall and that the wind will scatter it across 
Scotland and that all Scotland will be aflame 
and the impact will be made on the world that 
desperately needs Christ.” 


At the first meeting last night he preached 
the Word, in all its simplicity. A five-year-old 
could understand and the grownups drank hun- 
grily of the Bible truths—all are sinners; the 
wages of sin is death; the blood of Jesus Christ 
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is the only answer for sin; commit your life to 
Him and live for Him seven days a week; stand 
unashamed and say “I will.” 


There was no pleading at the invitation. Lit- 
tle or no emotion was evident. He simply asked 
the people to come and confess Christ before 
men. It took the reserved Scots a few minutes 
to get started, but Billy just stood there and 
waited. Then they started—two ladies, a mother 
and her daughters, a little fair-haired boy with 
one of his long socks down around his ankles, 
‘teen-agers holding hands, elderly parents, tears 
coursing down their cheeks. 


The fire had fallen. It was in the hearts of 
the transformed people who stood there. I’m 
afraid that most of my friends in the press 
missed it. They were looking for the power 
in the eyes of Billy. 


Tell Dr. Bell that he must come over here 
and see this. Harringay is small by comparison. 
It needs the analysis he gives so expertly. Give 
my best to your wife and Mr. Smith. Pray for 
us. Yours in Christ, 

George Burnham 


The CHRISTIAN BEACON 
And The COMMUNISTS 
Attack Billy Graham 


This Journal, along with millions of indi- 
vidual Christians, has rejoiced in the work God 
has been doing through His servant, Evangelist 
Billy Graham. We have rejoiced because of the 
content of the message; because of the clarity 
with which this message is preached; because 
of the complete:dependence which is exercised 
cn the Werd of God as the Sword of the Spirit; 
and, the marked evidences of the power and 
presence of God’s Holy Spirit in Mr. Graham’s 
work, and the tens of thousands of souls which 
have been won to a saving knowledge of Christ 
and whcse lives, as a result, have been trans- 
formed. 

During his ministry, it is inevitable that Mr. 
Graham should have made some mistakes. He 
has also made enemies. Among his bitterest op- 
ponents are to be found the Communists, the 
extreme Liberals, and those Fundamentalists 
associated with Dr. Carl McIntire and_ the 
Christian Beacon. 


Over the years, the Christian Beacon has re- 
peatedly attacked Mr. Graham. The latest chap- 


ter in these attacks is to be found in the March 
17th issue, about half of the paper being taken 
up with various accusations against Mr. 
Graham’s message and his methods. 


The very obvious reason for these attacks is 
Mr. Graham’s willingness to preach the Gospel 
to all who will hear. This runs completely 
counter to the philosophy of “complete sepa- 
ration,” held and practiced by the American 
Council and its adherents. Also, Mr. Graham 
sends the converts into the church of their 
choice. (According to the American Council, 
converts should go to American Council 
churches only.) 


It is revealing to note that the Christian 
Beacon criticizes Mr. Graham’s recent meeting 
in Madison Square Garden because liberal 
Churchmen were invited and were present. At 
that meeting Mr. Graham’s theme was: All men 
are sinners—the wages of sin is death—Christ 
died for our sins—accept Him and find forgive- 
ness of sin and rest to your soul. This Gospel 
was clearly and forcefully preached and about 
1500 people came forward quietly to either ac- 
cept Christ as Saviour or to re-dedicate their 
lives. We just thank God for every liberal 
Churchman, every unsaved person, and yes, for 
the Communists who were at that meeting. 


We have before us copies of two Communist 
papers published in East Berlin, containing at- 
tacks on Mr. Graham which are so vile that 
we do not care to print them. 


However, because of this renewed attack on 
Mr. Graham on the part of the Christian 
Beacon, we are printing below a letter which 
we wrote to Dr. Carl McIntire nearly three 
years ago. It is significant that at that time the 
same attacks were being made cn Mr. Graham 
by the same group. —L. N. B. 


Asheville, N. C. 
October 29th, 1952 


Rev. Carl McIntire, D.D., Editor, 
The CHRISTIAN BEACON, 
Co!llinzswcod, N. J. 

My dear Mr. McIntire: 

Having noticed your persistent and unrelenting 
attacks on Billy Graham and his work and now 
having read your issue of October 23rd in which 
you cnd your associates continue this campaign 
of trying to tear down a Christian brother to 
justify and elevate ycur own position, I hereby 
express my own utter revulsion at your attitude 
cond make this protest, futile tho it may be. 
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I yield to no man in my loyalty to the essential 
doctrines of Christianity and I am willinz to stand 
up and be counted for my faith and for my con- 
victions and to suffer any consequences of such 
a stand. But I abhecr and deplore that which you 
are doing in the name of the defense of the faith. 


You and your associates cannot say one word 
against the Gospel which Mr. Graham preaches 
for it is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, without quirks 
and without reservations. 


Yeu and your associates cannot accuse him of 
ccmpromising or trimming his messages, for wher- 
ever he goes he preaches such doctrines as the 
vicaricus blood atcnement, the utterly lost state 
cf the unregenerate, the new birth, Heaven, Hell 
and even the second coming of Christ, and he 
preaches these truths as the Church has held them 
historically through the years. 


You and your associates cannot accuse him of 
an unloving spirit for he is a living example of 
humility, love and willingness to be misunderstood, 
that he may win men to Christ. You and your 
associates made yourself ridiculous by saying he 
compremised in his discussicn with Dr. Sockman 
cn the “Town Meeting of the Air” in January 
1951. Because Mr. Graham treated Dr. Sockman 
2s one gentleman should have treated another did 
not involve a compromise and millions who heard 
that discussion that night felt the power and the 
presence of God’s Holy Spirit in Mr. Graham’s 
prepared remarks and in his answers to the ques- 
ticns put to him. 


Certainly you will admit that the greatest n-ed 
in the world today is a revival WITHIN the 
Church. No cne needs revival more than the Lib- 
crals and Mecdernists. That God has given Mr. 
Graham entree to many such shculd be a source 
of thanksgiving and a stimulus to Evangelicals to 
pray for him in that ministry. But, because this 
viclates your idea cf ‘‘sevzration”, you unrelcnt- 
ingly attack him and that BECAUSE HE GLADLY 
PREACHES TO SOME WHO NEED THE GOS- 
PEL MOST. 


If he shuts himself off from the opportunity 
by such a ministry he would lese cone of his great- 
est privileges and challenges. In many cases, Lib- 
erals and Modernists may cooperate because of 
the pressure cf public opinion. But in these days 
when so many have lost their message, or never 
had cne, it is a miracle of God’s grace that these 
men are HEARING the Gospel preached as God 
enables Mr. Graham to preach it, and then are 
seeing demonstrated the power of such preaching 
in our modern world. 


You and your associates apparently have no 
thankfulness for the tens of thousands who have 
accepted Christ in Mr. Graham’s meetings. You 
do not rejoice that among the Liberals there are 
ministers who have had their ministry completely 
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transformed by what they have seen and heard 
while at the same time preaching the Gospel which 
alone can save. 


I am cenvinced that if our Lord were here today 
you would condemn Him for consortinz with and 
preaching to publicans and sinners. But He wouid 
also preach to Liberals and Modernists, denouncing 
sin and unbelief wherever He found it, loving the 
sinner while hatinz his sin. 


No deubt Mr. Graham has made mistakes. Un- 
questicnably he has at times been misrepresented 
and misecuoted. All cf these thinzs hanpen as 
long as he is cxercisinyz a public ministry. He nzeds 
car prayers, net the picking cf flaws and lookinz 
fer any and every cppertunity to hamper and hurt 
his work. Certainly he has the rizkt to expect 
the prayerful backing of Christians. 


Mr. Graham lIengs that the Church might be 
revived ani made: the impression on the contem- 
perary wcerid crder that it should. When he speaks 
of a “spiritual ecumenicity”’ he is not speaking of 
the ecumenica! movement accomplished by com- 
premise cr watering down of Christian truth. 
Rather he is preaching his heart out that all of 
the Church might see end hear that there is but 
one Gospel—The Gospel we find in the Word of 
God and that it alone can save the individual 
and, through the individual, society. Such a vision 
is not a compromise, rather it is Christian states- 
manship at its best. That God has given him an 
unparallellel cpportunity to preach to all sections 
of the visible Church should be a source of than‘<s- 
giving to God, not of bitter denunciation. 


With all my heart I believe in the plenary in- 
spiration cf the Scriptures. Mr. Graham does the 
same and the power of his ministry stems from 
his complete reliance cn the use of the Word of 
God as the Sword of the Spirit. His work is a 
living testimony tc the power of the Word and 
a constant rebuke to these who think they can 
hendle the Bib!te in any other way. 


Cne wenders if you |now what you are doing. 
Cne of yeur fcllowers recenily presented a list of 
accusaticns against Mr. Graham and his work 
which are the product of either a diseased mind 
cr of cone who has sold himself to deliberate lying. 
Another preminent Fundamentalist leader is _ re- 
perted to have said he will ‘‘get Graham if it is 
the last thing I de.’’ This week I have had two 
letters frcm men who read the ‘“‘Beacon’’ but also 
have attended Mr. Graham’s meetings and who 
listen to him each Sunday on the “Hour of De- 
cision’. They, along with thousands of others feel 
that it is tragic that some who make the loudest 
claim to being ‘‘Fundamentalists’” should JOIN 
HANDS WITH THE GODLESS in denouncing a 


man God is so greatly using. 


Our Lord’s words are worthy of study: ‘‘Forbid 
him not, fer he that is not against us is for us’’. 


in Aid, 
Summer Session. 


Founded 1867 


Fully accredited. 
Four Types of Scholar- 
(4) Remunerative 
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Moses’ words to Joshua are also good for us today: 
“Enviest thou for my sake? would God that all the 
Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord 
would put his Spirit upon them’’. 


If you print this letter, I insist that it be printed 


in full. 
Sincerely yours, 


L. Nelson Bell 


EDITORIALS 


Our Glorious Future 


“While we look not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen: for 
the things which are seen are temporal; but 
the things which are not seen are eternal.” 
II Cor. 4:18. 


The only people in the world who have the 
right to smile, to laugh, to be happy, to walk 
with a spring in the step and a song in the 
heart are Christians. 


Only the Christian has true hope, confidence 
and assurance. Why? Because he knows where 
he will be ten million years from now. 


We believe too little is said today of the 
glories God has in store for His own. Thoughts 
of Heaven should be a source of inspiration for 
Christian living in this world. They also are 
an incentive to win others to a like glorious 
hope. 

During these days when our thoughts are 
directed to the resurrection of our Lord we 
need to remember the true significance of that 
stupendous event. While the cross of Christ, 
with all of its implications, is the central event 
of all history, the resurrection of our Lord is 
the crowning evidence of His redemptive work 
and, on that resurrection we base our certain 
hope of immortality. Without the resurrection 
Christ’s death would have become the symbol 
of a lost cause; because of His resurrection 
we know that we shall live with Him forever. 

Because of the resurrection Christian faith 
and eternal life become inexorably linked in 
one. 

The Christian’s future is glorious; glorious 
because of the surroundings and also glorious 
because of the companionship. 

First of all, we will have glorified bodies. 
Years ago Arthur Brisbane told the story of the 
funeral of the cocoon. 

First it was a repulsive caterpillar, then it 
crawled out on the twig of a tree and died and 
the little animals of the forest found the cocoon 
and decided to have a funeral for it. 

But, while they were having the funeral a 
beautiful butterfly was flitting over their heads. 
The same life which had existed in the cater- 
pillar, and which had been dormant in the 


APRIL 6. 1955 


cocoon was now in this radiant butterfly. It 
now had a glorified body. 


What our glorified bodies will be like is a 
mystery we shall some day joyously discover. 
It will be beyond human description for it will 
be fashioned after His glorious body. 


The characteristics of our Lord’s resurrection 
are interesting, and, they may be significant. 
He had scars from wounds received in the days 
of His flesh. At first it was not recognized, but 
it was a real body and He ate and drank in 
the presence of His disciples. (“But I say unto 
you, I will not drink henceforth of this frutt 
of the vine, until that day when I drink it new 
with you in my Father’s kingdom”). Also, His 
resurrection body could be handled and felt. 
(“Behold my hands and feet, that it 1s I myself: 
handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh 
and bones as ye see me have’). But, that 
precious resurrection body passed through closed 
doors at will. Later, John was given a vision of 
the risen Christ and it was so glorious that he 
wrote: “And when I saw him, I fell at his feet 
as dead.” 


There are other characteristics of our resur- 
rection bodies: no sin, no pain, no sorrow, no 
tears, no physical exhaustion, no want, no sick- 
ness, no human limitations. 


The Christian’s hope also includes glorious 
surroundings. “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him.” 


The Bible, describing Heaven in terms we 
humans can understand, tells of streets of gold, 
gates of pearl, light from the presence of God 
Himself,—a place of endless day and without 
shadow of night. We are told that it is “built 
by God,” that it is “eternal in the heavens,” 
and that it is a “kingdom which cannot be 


moved.” 


Also, Heaven will be a place of glorious com- 
panionship. Our Lord will be there: “Father, 
I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, 
be with me where I am; that they may behold 
my glory.” And: “Behold, the tabernacle of God 
is with men,.and he will dwell with them, and 
they shall be his people, and God himself shall 
be.with them, and be their God.” 


Without a doubt the sweetest and most glori- 
ous thing about Heaven will be the companion- 
ship we will have with God and His eternal 
Son, Jesus Christ. Limited by our physical 
senses, handicapped by our sinful and imperfect 
lives, we can only dimly understand the won- 
der of being in His eternal presence forever. 
How true the words of the hymn will be: 


“When by His grace, I shall look on His face, 
THAT will be glory, be glory for me.” 
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Dr. John A. Redhead 
Pastor 
First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, N. C. 


Cene@rt 
Station For Time 
Division of Radio & Television—Atlanta, Ga. 


But, in addition to this we shall also rejoice 
in the companionship of God’s redeemed from 
all the ages—Abraham, Moses, David, Isaiah, 
John, Paul, St. Augustine, Martin Luther, Cal- 
vin, John Knox, David Livingston, Wesley,— 
our own loved ones who died in the Lord. 


How can this glorious future be ours?. Listen 
to the Apostle Paul: “For I delivered unto you 
first of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scrip- 
tures; and that he was buried, and that he rose 
again the third day according to the scriptures.” 


And again: “That if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved.” 


This glorious future with its glorified body, 
its glorious surroundings and its glorious com- 
ere egg belong to all who have given their 

earts to Christ, accepting Him as Savior and 
Lord. 


Faith in the resurrection and work for the 
Lord go hand in hand: 


“But now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the first fruits of them that slept.” 


“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stead- 
fast, unmovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 


labor ts not in vain in the Lord.” 
N. B. 


The Cup of Hemlock 


The Cross of Calvary 
The Torrent of Stones 


The first was the lethal potion that brought 
Socrates to his death; the second the Tree on 
which they crucified the Lord of Glory; the 
third the means that brought Stephen to his 
martyrdom. The philosopher embraced death 
as a dear friend. The Saviour shrank from it 
as the last enemy. Empowered by the Spirit 
of Him Who had conquered death, the martyr 
met a foe whose sting was gone. 
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In Plato’s Phaedo, Socrates reasons in the 
highest and most sublime fashion of the im- 
mortal soul. For him, the body is only an outer 
garment which prevents this soul from living 
according to its own essence. Here the soul 
which belongs to the eternal world is confined 
as in a strait jacket. Body and soul are radically 
different, they belong to contrasting worlds. 
Death is the great Liberator, loosing the chains 
and freeing the soul from the _prison-house 
of the body. Socrates taught and lived this 
doctrine, and so died in complete composure. 
Death only completed his liberation to live in 
the world of eternal ideas. For him, whoever 
fears death loves this world of body and sense; 
and does not realize that death is the soul’s 
great friend. Even in this life Plato soared to 
the world of ideas; and the destruction of the 
body only loosed the ropes for his final flight. 


On the other hand, in the Synoptics and in 
Hebrews, when Jesus faces death He trembles 
and loses heart. There is nothing divine in 
death for Him. It is something dreadful. He 
does not want to be alone. He turns to the 
Father anew, for He is really afraid. He has 
nothing of the composure of Socrates. He offers 
up strong cryings and tears to Him Who is 
able to save Him from death, and is heard for 
His godly fear. He prays to the Father, with 
Whom all things are possible, to be spared 
death, Mark 14.36. Only if this greatest of all 
terrors is the will of the Father, does He submit 
to its horrors. Death is the enemy of God, for 
it means to be utterly forsaken. Thus He does 
not want to be alone and repeatedly calls for 
the disciples to watch and pray with Him. 
Those in the hands of death are thereby for- 
saken of God. They are in the hands of God’s 
enemy. Jesus does not welcome death as a 
friend, but cries out against it in its terror, even 
as His apostles describe death as the last enemy, 
I Cor. 15.26, Rev. 20.14. 


For the Bible, death itself is not beautiful. 
It is surrounded with the odor of decay, it is 
a curse brought on by man’s sin. It is conquered 
only as sin is atoned for. Sin, death, and Satan 
are all enemies of God; but through the saving 
work of Christ, God is able to use the one as 
well as the other—despite their enmity. God 
forgives our sins, restrains Satan, and heals our 
bodies. Each such act is a partial resurrection, 
depending on the expiation and _ resurrection 
of Christ. 


For the Bible, body and soul do not belong 
to two different, contrasted, worlds. God made 
the visible as well as the invisible. Consequent- 
ly, the soul is not saved by the dissolution of 
the body. Paul does not place soul and body 
in opposition as does Plato; rather he speaks 
of the inner and the outer man. The man as 
God made him was corrupted and_ brought 
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under the dominion of death by sin; but man 
as a whole was free, in principle, when God 
raised Christ up from the dead. 


Christ conquered death for us by repairing 
to sin’s domain and actually dying. He gave 
Himself in body and soul—He lay down His 
life the most precious gift of God—to atone 
for our sins—to reconcile us to God. And His 
Resurrection is a positive deed of God’s almighty 
hand bringing back to life all of man which 
God had created and death had destroyed. 


Accordingly, though the visage of Jesus was 
marred more than any man, the face of Stephen 
shone like an angel. Being filled with the Holy 
Spirit, Stephen’s eye was focused upon the Son 
of Man Who had died for him, the Lord stand- 
ing at the right hand of God. Because Christ 
is the answer for sin; therefore, He has the 
answer to death. The sting of death is sin; 
and the strength of sin is the law. But when 
Christ took the handwriting in ordinances that 
was against us out of the way by nailing it to 
His Cross; He became the end of the law for 
righteousness. He robbed death of its sting and 
snatched the victory from the grave. Thus the 
coming of the Spirit from the Son of Man en- 
abled Stephen to preach with passion and die 
the death of the dauntless. The first Christian 
martyr died in this assurance: He that raised 
up Jesus our Lord from the dead will also 
raise up with Him the mortal body of His 
witness by the Spirit that dwells in him. The 
death of Jesus for Stephen and the presence 
of the living Lord with Stephen enabled the 
martyr to commit his forgiven and_ forgiving 
spirit to the Saviour Who had redeemed it. 


Above the hail of deadly stones heaven opened 
for the martyr whose sins were all forgiven— 
washed in the blood most precious until not 
a spot remained. 


Stealing the terror from the last enemy was 
the vision of the Conqueror of Death, the resur- 
rected Son of Man standing at the right hand 
of God. —W. C. R. 
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Billy Graham’s Popularity 
By George E. Sokolsky 
The fact is astounding that Billy Graham, 


the evangelist, could fill Madison Square Gar- 
den in New York with an estimated 5,000 stand- 


_ing on the street, on a cold wintry day, listening 


to a loud-speaker. Although about 25,000 people 
is not an enormous number in ratio to the 
total population of New York, it is larger than 
a prize-fight, a basketball game, or a political 
speech draws in this city. 


The question must then arise: Why is Billy 
Graham so popular? 


He Talks Religion 


The answer is quite simple: He talks religion. 
Too many clergymen, in their sermons these 
days, do not talk religion. They talk about 
everything else. They review books of temporary 
value; they review Broadway plays; they are 
amateur psychiatrists; they go in for social ac- 
tion; they turn the pulpit into a political forum. 
But they do not talk of man’s relations to God 
and of the evil of sin and of the consequences 
of infractions of the moral law. 


And except for the very few who possess ex- 
traordinary histrionic and forensic talents and 
the other few who do, exceptionally, devote 
themselves to the task of being God’s messengers, 
their sermons become tiresome and are often 
trite, and the congregants find golf more amus- 
ing or give themselves a few hours to “Do It 
Yourself” occupations at home. 


Reaches Conscience 


That is why Billy Graham draws such crowds. 
The man is not a great preacher, in the style, 
let us say, of Henry Ward Beecher, but he 
reaches the conscience of an era that seeks God 


all over again. 


The clergy of all denominations might learn 
something from the phenomenon of Billy 
Graham, just as they might have learned some- 
thing from Bishop Fulton Sheen or Norman 
Vincent Peale. I have heard Catholics criticize 
Bishop Sheen for being a showman, but he 
reaches men’s minds and hearts and they under- 
stand what he says and they find comfort and 
guidance in his ministrations. 


I once had quite a quarrel with a Protestant 
clergyman over Norman Vincent Peale. This 
clergyman arbitrarily insisted that Peale was 
not a Christian because he did not preach his 
particular brand. The clergyman, incidentally, © 
preferred communism to Catholicism, although 
he abhorred both. So I made the point that 
Peale—this was before his astounding success 
as an author and on radio and television— 
could fill his church with people who would 
not go elsewhere. 
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In our disturbed period, men and women 
turn to God for peace and comfort. They want 
to hear God’s word. Call it escapism, if you 
please, but they are not escaping to voluptuous- 
ness and drunkenness. They are escaping from 
the unreality of fear of the atom to the reality, 
for them, of the life eternal. It is a wholesome 
response to the challenge of the confusions of 
our times. For many, who have been lost in 
the maze of argumentation and confusion, it 
opens a door to a new and rich experience. 


Not Public Forums 


The churches of God are not public forums 
nor are they substitute pews for the couch of 
the psychoanalyst. The clergy are not important 
as editorial writers who read complex studies 
on social problems. There are others to per- 
form such wonders. The following paragraph 
was issued by an important religious denom- 
ination: 


“, .. There is growing up over against com- 
munism a fanatical negativism. Totally devoid 
of a constructive program of action, this nega- 
tivism is in danger of leading the American 
mind into a spiritual vacuum. Our national 
house, cleansed of one demon, would invite by 
its very emptiness, the entrance of seven others. 
In the case of a national crisis this emptiness 
could, in the high sounding name of security, 
be occupied with ease by a Fascist tyranny.” 


What is the constructive program? I do not 
see it in the document. I do not see a statement 
of fundamental Christian doctrine such as Billy 
Graham preaches and such as his immense fol- 
lowing craves. The clergy who fail to recognize 
that their function is a particular one, fail to 
meet the issue of our times which is how to 
bring God back into the home, back into the 
school and the workshop, back into the church. 


I have come across clergymen who are Hu- 
manists. Man is the center of the universe. Man 
is everything. They avoid mention of God, but 
they capitalize science. That, of course, is their 
privilege, but what are they doing in the 
churches and synagogues? 


Reprinted with express permission of the 
New York Journal-American. 
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The Lord’s Supper 
By Gordon H. Clark 


As one might expect, the Westminster Con- 
fession in explaining the Lord’s Supper em- 
phasizes the distinction between the evangelical 
and the Romish views. The two most important 
points at which Romanism has departed from 
Scriptural teaching are its theory of transub- 
stantiation and the derivative doctrine that the 
mass is actually an expiatory sacrifice. 


Transubstantiation is the theory that the 
bread and wine, by the magic pronouncement 
of the priest, become in substance the very body 
and blood of Christ. Inasmuch as the sensible 
qualities (i.e. the color, taste, consistency, etc.) 
of the elements remain unchanged, Rome sup- 
ports the theory of transubstantiation by an 
appeal to the philosophy of Aristotle in which 
a particular relationship between substance and 
accident is elaborated. Aristotle’s philosophy is 
too subtle to be discussed here, and the Bible 
centered thinker can hardly make Aristotle his 
guide for the Lord’s Supper. As a Scriptural 
basis for transubstantiation the Romanists teach 
that Christ’s words, ““This is my body,” changed 
the bread into his body. And even the Luth- 
erans, though they repudiate transubstantiation, 
take these words literally and insist that the 
verb is can have only one meaning. It requires 
no profound scholarship to see that this is not 
so. The verb to be in Scripture can and does 
take on figurative as well as literal meanings. 
When Christ said “I am the door,” he surely 
did not mean that he was an oak panel three 
inches thick. Again, “I am the resurrection,” 
does not mean literally that Jesus was Lazarus 
walking out of the tomb. In the book of Revela- 
tion the verb to be is frequently used in the 
sense of to represent. For example, “The seven 
Stars are the angels of the seven churches, and 
the seven candlesticks . . . are the seven churches” 
(Rev. 1:20); “these are the two olive trees” 
(Rev. 11:4); and “the seven heads are seven 
mountains” (Rev. 17:9). Now, in the same 
sense in which the seven heads are or represent 
seven mountains, so the bread is or represents 
Christ’s body. The one is the figure of the other. 


What further makes transubstantiation ab- 
horrent to those who abide by the Scriptures 
is the inference drawn from it. If the bread is 
literally Christ’s body, and if the priest breaks 
the bread, then Christ’s body is broken again 
and the sacrifice of the cross is repeated every 
time the mass is said. The Council of Trent 
(T'wenty-second Session, chap. 2) asserted that 
“this sacrament is truly propitiatory ... , for 
the Lord, appeased by the oblation thereof, 
. . . forgives even heinous crimes and sins. For 
the victim is one and the same.” Against this 
view the Scriptures are particularly explicit. 
Hebrews 9:22-28. can hardly be misunderstood: 
“Nor yet that he should offer himself often 
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. . . but now once in the end of the world .. . 
So Christ was “just once (once for all) offered 
to bear the sins of many.” 


For these unscriptural theories imposed by 
the arbitrary authority of the Roman Church, 
a number of subsidiary objectionable practices 
follow. For once the rule of Scripture is by- 
passed, there is no restraining man’s fertile im- 
agination. Hence the Roman church “reserves” 
some of the body and blood of Christ and car- 
ries them around in processions. Instead of 
celebrating the Lord’s Supper as a common meal, 
it serves private masses. Contrary to the express 
command of Christ, it denies the cup to the 
laity; and it has even done away with the bread 
in favor of a glucose wafer. Then too, whereas 
Christ instituted the Lord’s Supper after the 
regular Passover meal, the Roman church, again 
by an arbitrary act of authority, requires its 
people to fast from midnight until they receive 
the wafer in the morning. 


But if the Roman church is so obviously not 
a Christian church, what shall be said of mod- 
ernistic churches? When ministers reject the sole 
authority of the Bible, where can they find the 
rules and practices of the Lord’s Supper—or 
any any part of ecclesiastical administration— 
except in their own arbitrary imaginations? If 
it seems aesthetic to them, they will push the 
pulpit and its Bible over to one side, abolish 
the communion table, and put up an altar 
against the back wall. Now, it is easy to under- 
stand why they wish to remove the Bible from 
its place of central importance; but what do 
they put in its place? What are they asking the 
congregation to center attention upon? That 
piece of furniture they call an altar—what do 
they sacrifice upon it? Surely they do not hold 
to transubstantiation. Unfortunately they do 
not believe that even Christ’s sacrifice on Cal- 
vary was satisfactory to his Father’s justice. In 
fact, we might ask why such churches go through 
the motions of celebrating the Lord’s Supper. 
What do they mean by it? Such questions, I fear, 
cannot be answered clearly because these peo- 
ple have no infallible rule of faith to direct 
them how they should glorify and enjoy God. 


On the contrary, a confessional church, if it 
believes its Confession, knows what the sig- 
nificance of the sacraments is, understands why 
it administers them, and, instead of relying on 
vague answers, unguided imagination, or 
aesthetic taste, can give clear-cut, above-board 
explanations from the word of God. 
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“He Descended Into 


A Sermon on the Death of Christ 
Acts 2:22-36 


By Rev. G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. 


No matter how they may disagree in other 
respects, virtually all Christians agree in one 
respect: the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ are the most important events in the 
Bible. Christians are also agreed about some- 
thing else: the Bible, as a whole and in all of 
its parts, can be understood only in the light 
of the meaning of the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. At the very heart of Chris- 
tianity there stands, not an idea, not a set of 
principles, but a definite period of time in his- 
tory; that period of time from the dawn of a 
certain Friday until the dawn of the following 
Sunday in the Passover Week of a certain year 
2,000 years ago. And to this day, the meaning 
of Christianity cannot be separated from the 
meaning of what happened during those three 
days. 


Now without any doubt Jesus Christ died 
on the Cross of Calvary. Without a doubt, also, 
so far as we are concerned, Jesus Christ rose 
from the dead the third day following His 
death. And, according to the preaching of the 
apostles and the witness of the entire New Testa- 
ment, that death and that resurrection have 
essential significance for the salvation of men 
and women. For 2,000 years the Christian 
church has preached salvation through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. But 
Christians have not always fully understood, 
nor fully agreed upon the meaning of that 
Atonement. Just how the death and resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ could for all time, guar- 
antee salvation to sinners who believe, remains 
a great and holy mystery. 


The New Testament says that in this Event 
Christ became the “propitiation for our sins.” 
Some theologians, seeking to explain the holy 
mystery, have spoken of Christ “paying a ran- 
som for us.” Expressing it another way, the 
Westminster Confession speaks of Christ “sat- 
isfying divine justice, and reconciling, us to 
God.” Christians have always believed that 
Christ, by His death and resurrection, did some- 
thing for us that we could not do for ourselves: 
paying a debt that we could not pay, and some- 
how obeying the divine law which we could 
not obey. But Christian’ thinkers have never 
been able to explain the mystery without leav- 
ing it almost as mysterious as it was before they 
sought to explain it. 


Upon another thing Christian thinkers have 
been agreed: that the sufferings of Christ were 
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an important part of the mystery, in some way 
separate and distinct from the fact of His death 
and resurrection. Somehow, we are told, He 
suffered because we were due to suffer, and 
because He suffered we are spared the suffering 
to which we otherwise were liable. 


Christian theologians, wondering how all 
these things could be, have occasionally spoken 
of the death of Christ as of infinite value be- 
cause it was an “infinite” death. They have said 
that the sufferings of Christ were infinitely 
efficacious because they were infinite sufferings. 
That is, because He was holy and perfect and 
good, suffering, for Him, was infinitely painful 
and, in some unspecified way, included all 
of the pain of our sufferings. 


To those who somewhat inquisitively but 
reverently pointed out that despite all of His 
agony Christ actually lived a relatively short 
time on the Cross, and even less than the time 
of the thieves crucified with Him; in short, to 
those who have noticed that occasionally human 
beings have apparently been called on to suffer 
more physical pain than Jesus suffered, theo- 
logians have replied by saying that because 
Christ was perfect and sinless, suffering in 
some way hurt Him more, and was infinite in 
its effect. But that is not a very satisfying ex- 
planation. 


What is the significance of the death of 
Christ? What, in short, was the Atonement? And 
what is the connection between Calvary, the 
empty tomb, and my spiritual welfare? These 
are the questions that we are seeking to answer 
here. I think the answer may be found in a 
phrase contained within the best-known affirma- 
tion of faith outside of Scripture: the Apostles’ 
Creed. In its early “baptismal formula,” the 
Christian church put into words a thought sug- 
gested by Peter in his sermon on the Day of 
Pentecost. Declared the early Church: ‘He 
descended into hell.” 


Within that phrase lies the significance of 
the Atonement. It is not a phrase to be recited 
lightly. And it must not be misunderstood, as 
it evidently has been misunderstood by unthink- 
ing persons who have thought to remove it from 
the Creed, because they judged it ‘offensive.’ 
It is rather a phrase that throbs with cosmic 
significance. What does it means? 


To begin with, a number of observations may 
be made of the curious way in which the Bible 
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refers to death. The Bible, and especially the 
New Testament, does not refer to death as we 
do. It seems, rather, to take a two-fold view of 
the meaning of death. The New ‘Testament 
speaks of death as a future event for some peo- 
ple, as a past event for others. It speaks of 
death as a frightful event for some people, as 
a happy event for others. It even speaks of 
death, occasionally, as a past event for some 
who are still alive! The Apostle Paul rather 
curiously declares, ‘““‘We are dead and our life 
is hid with Christ,” and, in another place, he 
speaks of “bearing about in the body the dying 
of the Lord Jesus.” Occasionally we find Paul 
referring to death not as death at all, but as 
“sleep.” 


When we search the Gospels we find that 
Paul certainly had good reason to ~ of 
death as he did for Jesus spoke of death in 
the same way. On at least two occasions Jesus 
referred to one who was dead but whom He 
would shortly raise from the dead as being 
“asleep,” and the record tells us that the people 
laughed at Him for thus speaking of death. 
And in one of the most beautiful passages in 
all the Bible the Lord uttered the strangest 
words to be found in all Scripture on the sub- 
ject of death: “He that believeth on me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live: and he that 
liveth and believeth on me, shall never die!” 
In Him, said Jesus, dead men would see life, 
and men who live shall not die! But men al- 
ways have, and continue, from that day to this 
without exception, to die! 


The answer to the riddle, of course, is that 
there are two kinds of death. The first involves 
the destruction of the body and is occasionally 
referred to in Scripture as “sleep.” The second 
involves the destruction of the soul and is al- 
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ways referred to in Scripture as “Death.” As 
the New Testament understands it, the death 
that we know is not Death!” Death—the kind 
the New ‘Testament considers important—is 
something we have never seen. It is real, but 
its reality we must take on faith, because we 
know nothing about it. Death, as the New Tes- 
tament understands it, is a dreadful thing, as 
opposed to “sleep” in the Lord which is beauti- 
ful and almost to be desired. Death is awful. 
It is everlastingly painful. It is utterly final. 
It is something to which all men are liable. It 
is something from which no man returns. But 
it is something the Christian confidently ex- 
pects never to experience! 


That Death which has religious significance 
as the Bible understands it, is not the destruc- 
tion of the body, but the Death of the soul. 


Now what about the death of Christ? The 
important thing which we have missed in most 
of our discussions of the death of Christ is 
that the Bible understands it to have been 
related to that Death which the Christian ex- 
pects to escape. It is not the destruction of the 
body to which we refer when we speak of the 
Death of Christ, but the other, more terrible 
experience. Remember that the Apostle Paul 
spoke of Christ’s resurrection as the first fruits” 


_from the dead. Christ is the first to be raised 


from the dead, and we place our hope of the 
Resurrection in the fact that He arose. 


But Jesus Christ was not the first to rise from 
that experience we speak of as “death!” There 
are instances in the Old Testament of persons 
who were raised from the “dead.” pod esus 
Himself on more than one occasion raised per- 
sons from the ‘dead.’ These instances, of 
course, were of miracles performed by the power 
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of God over human beings, whereas the resur- 
rection of Christ was accomplished by His own 
power. But this difference is not sufficient to 
explain the magnitude of the benefits made 
available by the Event. Moreover the Bible gives 
us the history of at least two men who, we are 
told, did not die: Elijah and Enoch! 


The thing which was important about the 
death of Christ, was not that His soul parted 
company with His body in the midst of severe 
physical suffering! We place the emphasis at 
the wrong place when we seek to find the sig- 
nificance of the Atonement in the physical death 
of Christ and the physical sufferings which pre- 
ceded that death! 


Christ died* for our sins. But He did so in 
order that we might not have to pass through 
the experience which He underwent. He suf- 
fered in order that we might not have to suf- 
fer. He died in order that, as He said Himself, 
those who live and who believe on Him should 
never die! Now it seems obvious to me that 
this Death is not the one to which the Creed 
refers when it says ““He was crucified, dead, and 
buried.”” There were three who were crucified, 
dead, and buried that awful day on Calvary’s 
Hill. But one of those three died and later 
became the “first fruits’ from the dead. For, in 
addition to being “crucified, dead, and buried,” 
He “descended into hell!” 
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There was a difference in the death of Christ 
and that of believers who afterwards put their 
trust in Him. When we die, we expect to go 
immediately to be with the Lord. But when 
He died, He exclaimed, “My God, my God 
why hast thou forsaken me!’’ When we die 
we are received into the everlasting arms. When 
He died He took upon Himself the sins of 
the world and was rejected of His own Father. 
For He “descended into hell!” 


Christ did what we were scheduled to do. 
He suffered what we were scheduled to suffer. 
But not with the finality to which we are liable: 
for He conquered the thing which could have 
killed us. He was not the first to go to the 
Serpent’s lair, but He was the first to crush 
the head of the Serpent with His heel. He 
was not the first to survive the destruction of 
the body, but He was the first to survive Death. 
He came back alive from the place of Death; 
He came back a Victor from beyond the point 
of no return. 


And what did His Death mean? Well, our 
understanding of the meaning of His Death 
does not begin when we ask why He had to 
die, but rather begins when we realize that 
He was the only one who could possibly have 
died . . . and live again! Our overwhelming 
wonder is not that He should have to die, but 
rather here was One who had the infinite power 
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necessary to return from the point of no return; 
to come back victorious over sin and Death! 
Jesus Christ did His work cf Atonement upon 
Calvary’s Cross, yes. But He did not do His 
work of Atonement in the physical suffering 
which was shared by two others infinitely less 
worthy than He. He did it by taking upon Him- 
self sin who knew no sin, suffering punishment 
who did not deserve to suffer, dying who was 
not liable to Death—and returning victorious! 


Now we can see much more clearly how 
Christ’s work of Atonement can have a very 
real effect upon our own spiritual condition. 
Because He died, we escape Death: because 
the life which is in Him, is now in us! He re- 
turned, as it were, without the smell of Death 
upon Him, in order that we might be “inocu- 
lated” with His Holy Spirit! Thus, as Paul says, 
“the life which I now live in the flesh I live 
in the Son of God who loved me and gave Him- 
self for me.” I live because “Christ liveth in 
me” and this Life of His is immune to Death, 
having conquered it! Christ Himself said that 
it was necessary that He should go away in 
order that we might receive Power. That Power 
which we receive makes us new creatures, living 
creatures, possessing that thing called eternal 
life, and destined never to die! 


Eternal life is not something which we expect 
to acquire at some future date. By the grace of 
God it is our possession now, and that which 
we call death is not Death at all, but a simple 
transition to an infinitely better life because 
there was One who was willing to die in order 
that we should not have to die. 


In the Atonement we have, indeed, the “mys- 
tery of godliness.” We shall never, in this life, 
understand what occurred, but in humble grati- 
tude for our redemption, “purchased by Christ,” 
we believe that the Captain of our Salvation 
“descended into hell.” 
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ANGLERS 
( By the Editor of The Testament 
for Fishers of Men) 


Lesson No. 101 
IRRESISTIBLE 


Irresistible is a very strong word. Its use is 
often an exaggeration. But in fishing for men 
there are two elements which can make personal 
work irresistible. They are love for Christ and 
fellow man (this would include prayer), and 
the faithful use of God’s Word. 


Anglers has just received account of an incli- 
dent which fairly demonstrates this statement. 
It comes from Rev. David T. Lauderdale, pastor 
cf the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 
of Lexington, Virginia, and we are glad to give 
our readers the benefit of it. 


Dear ANGLERS: 


There lived in our community a dear old 
man who was not a Christian. I visited him 
a number of times, read God’s Word to him, 
prayed with him, urged him to accept Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour, but all seemingly to no 
avail. One day, after prayer, I went to his home. 
I said to him, “I know you believe the Bible, 
don’t you?” He said, “Yes,” “You believe the 
Lord Jesus, God’s Son, died for you, don’t 
your” 


“Then, won't you accept Him as your 
Saviour?” “No.” “Why not?” “People have 
wronged me.” “Won't you forgive them?” 
“No.” “Don’t you know that Christ says there 
will be no forgiveness for you if you refuse 
to forgive others?” “Yes.” “Don’t you know 
that you must soon meet God?” “Yes.” “And 
you know your soul is lost if you won’t forgive?” 
“Yes.” “Then won’t you forgive?” ‘No, I will 
not.” 


It was heart-breaking to me. For a while I 
could think of nothing more to say. Then God 
in His grace, caused me to think of this: 
“Brother, the Lord Jesus never did you one 
wrong in all your life, did He?” “No.” “He 
was lied about, mocked, cursed, beaten, spat 
upon, and nailed to the cross for you.” “Yes.” 
“And He died for you?” “Yes.” “Then won't 
you forgive those who have wronged you, for 
Jesus’ sake?” For sometime there was no an- 
swer, but there was evidently a struggle in his 
heart. I repeated, “Won’t you forgive them 
for Jesus’ sake?” Still there was silence. Again, 
with all the earnestness of my soul, I said, 
“Won't you forgive them for Jesus’ sake?” And 
his joyous reply rang out: “I WILL!” I bap- 
tized him then and there, in his 82nd year, his 
name was added to the church roll, and before 
that day was gone he died. 
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“For Jésus’ sake!” because of His unspeakable 
love for sinners like you and me; that is the 
appeal that stands out above all others. It will 
win souls when every other appeal fails. Use it. 

* * * 


Rev. Mr. Lauderdale gives us permission to 
use his name as the author of this incident, 
and we are sending him a leather-bound copy 
of The Testament For Fishers Of Men in ac- 
cordance with Anglers’ proposition for any per- 
sonal work item submitted and used in this 
column. The Journal has these testaments on 
sale, price $3.25 postpaid, and a fisherman etch- 
ing and autograph on the flyleaf if desired. 


HELPS FOR UNDERSTANDING 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
IN DAY BY DAY 


Clinton C. Baker 
Sun., April 10, Luke 24:1-7. 


Imagine that you, with the women, had come 
to know and love Christ, had watched Him 
die, and now discovered His empty tomb. Try 
to feel with them in each new discovery they 
make. Sense their surprise at finding the stone 
rolled away, their bewilderment at the absent 
body, their fear at the angel’s appearance, their 
joy at discovering Christ risen. In what various 
ways did they react when they saw Him (Mat- 
thew 28:8-10)? What does the resurrection of 
Christ do to me? Does it move me to love or 
joy or worship? Does it give me a sense of 
mission? Or does it leave me cold? Suppose 
Christ had not risen (I Cor. 15:14). What 
chance of salvation would we have (ICor. 
15:14,17) ? What hope for the resurrection of 
the body (I Cor. 15:18,20-22)? What oppor- 
tunity for victory over sin (I Cor. 15:17) ? 


Mon., April 11, Luke 22:34-46. 


My vile sin was to be placed upon Christ. 
From v.40 of this chapter and John 14:30 we 
might infer that His prayer in the garden was 
the result of a battle He was waging with Satan 
in relation to His obedience to the Father. Do 
you think it is possible for a mortal man to 
fathom the depth of the struggle that went 
on in the soul of Christ that night (vv.42-44) ? 
But we can know this—that He came through 
victorious over the tempter and went to the 
cross. Notice the application of this passage 
in’ Hebrews 12:1-4. Do I grow discouraged at 
constant defeat by temptation. Am I looking 
to Jesus (Heb. 12:2) for victory, trusting His 
ability to help me because of the victory He 
won for Himself (Heb. 4:15-16) ? 


Tues., April 12, Ephesians 2:1-10. 


Notice the great change that takes place when 
a sinner is turned to Christ. What changes 
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takes place as to the god he follows (vv.2,4-6) ? 
How is his response to God’s purposes altered 
(vv.2-3,9-10) ? How is his relationship to sin 
changed (vv.3,10)? What is responsible for 
these changes (vv.4-10)? Notice the number of 
times the words “grace” and “mercy” are used. 
Notice, also, the completeness of the change, 
the utter newness, God brings into a life 
(vv.1,5). It is a change from death to life. What 
part do our own good works play in our salva- 
tion (vv.8,9)? What is expected of us after we 
are “born again” (v.10)? How “fresh” is my 
gratitude for the greatness of my salvation? 
How thorough is the change wrought in my 
life? | 


Wed., April 13, Luke 23:1-5, 18-25. 


What was Pilate’s testimony to Jesus’ char- 
acter (vv.4,22)? Study the charges the crowd 
brought against Christ (vv.2,5,22-23). How 
much falsehood was in them? How much truth? 
How does the release of Barabbas point up 
the mob’s attitude toward Christ? What crimes 
had Barabbas commiitted (vv.18-19,25) ? Think 
of the punishment the crowd demanded for 
Christ (vv.21,23). Read John 3:19-20 for an 
explanation of their behavior. Study Pilate. 
What was his basic sin? Think of John 3:16. 
God’s love extended to the crowds, to Pilate, 
and even to me. How would I have reacted 
to the injustice and “small’’ self-interest that 
killed my son? Am I aware of how much my 
sin cost God? 


Thurs., April 14, Mark 13:9-14. 


In what ways is the treatment the disciples 
are to face similar to the treatment Christ Him- 
self received? Notice in v. 9 one place where 
the disciples can expect to be beaten. Are false 
religious leaders often antagonistic to evan- 
gelical Christianity? What promise is made of 
God’s presence .when a disciple is called upon 
to testify for Him in difficult places (v.11)? 
What kind of reaction to the preaching of the 
Gospel can be expected (vv.12-13)? Does this 
reaction follow your testimony? Why? Do you 
know of any Christian whose testimony is re- 
ceived in this way? Why? In connection with 
v.13b read Romans 8:35-39. Is there any con- 
tradiction? Do I present a real Christian testi- 
mony? Do I rest serenely on the resources of 
God in the face of opposition to my testimony? 


Friday, April 15, Psalm 23. 


The opening phrase sets the theme. What 
difference does the fact that the Lord is his 
Shepherd make in the life of the author (v.1b) ? 
What difference does it make in your life? No- 
tice the various. ways in which the Lord acts 
as the Psalmist’s Shepherd (vv.2-6). What do 
you think it meant to him spiritually to be led 
by still waters? What reasons are given (v.4) 
for the fact that he would not be afraid even 
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in the valley of death? How sufficient did he 
find God’s grace even when he was surrounded 
by enemies (v.5)? What two-fold confidence 
does the Psalmist express in v.6? Look back 
through vv. 2-6. How complete is the Lord’s 
provision for His sheep? If you are in His fold, 
what possible cause can you have for worry? 


Saturday, April 16, Isatah 40:18-31. 


Notice the questions of vv.18 and 25. To 


what does man compare God (vv.19-20) ? List 
the specific facts that are presented in vv.22-24,26 


in an attempt to correct man’s concepts? How 
fundamental are these truths (v.21)? Are my 
ideas about God the product of Bible teaching 
or of my own imagination? Do I ever feel that 
God is not aware of my needs (v.27)? When 
I do, how am / comparing God to an idol? In 
vv.18-26 the author has spoken of God’s tremen- 
dous power over the universe and over the lives 
of men. How does He use this power to benefit 
His children (28-31)? How do we obtain this 
strength (v.31)? How many truths about the 
nature of God can you find in this passage 
that are of personal help? — 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
LESSON FOR APRIL 17 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Rehoboam, King of Judah 


Background Scripture: II Chronicles 10:13; I Kings 12. 


Devotional Reading: Proverbs 2:1-10. 


Solomon has been called, The Wise Fool. If this is an appropriate name for him, and I believe 
it is, Rehoboam, his son, might be called, The Foolish Fool. Solomon had asked God for wisdom, 
and he had been given wisdom, and God added riches and success. But Solomon did not con- 
tinue in the path of wisdom. He did several very foolish and sinful things. He married a great 
many “outlandish” women, heathen women for the most part, who influenced him to desert the 


God of his father David. He undertook a tre- 
mendous Building Program, which cost an im- 
mense amount of money, and made virtual 
slaves out of thousands of workmen, and this, 
together with all the extravagant luxuries of 
his court, burdened the people with taxes, and 
caused a tremendous amount of dissatisfaction 
and unrest, and gave an opportunity for his 
“adversaries” to plot the ruin of the kingdom. 
The worst of his mistakes and sins was his 
departure from the true God. He even built a 
heathen house of worship not far from the 
beautiful Temple he had built for Jehovah. 
If Solomon had been an ignorant man there 
might have been some excuse for all these 
unwise and sinful acts, but he had been given 
wisdom from above, and it is hard to see how 
he could have been so foolish. We see men in 
our day, however, who do equally foolish things. 
I am afraid that our country has done a great 
many equally disastrous things. We seem to 
be selling our glorious heritage of freedom for 
a mess of pottage. This is often true in times 
of victory and prosperity. Seeds are sown which 
bear fruit in the years to come. To a conserva- 
tive in the time of Solomon, and to us who are 
naturally conservative today, the outlook is 
dark. 


Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, lacked his 
father’s wisdom and ability, but inherited his 
folly. His mother was a heathen woman, an 
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Ammonitess (see II Chronicles 12:13), and so, 
of course, he did not have any godly training 
in his childhood, and no real home. It is easy 
to explain the utter folly of his reign. 


In our Devotional Reading there is a plea— 
and when we remember the circumstances—a 
rather pathetic plea, for “my son” to get wis- 
dom: “If thou wilt receive my words . . . if 
thou criest after knowledge . . . if thou seekest 
for her as silver . . . then shalt thou under- 
stand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowl- 
edge of God.” Rehoboam did not follow this 
sound advice of his father, but rather his evil 
example, and as we shall see, displayed a de- 
plorable lack of good sense and understanding, 
and eventually turned away from God, after 
three years of following in the footsteps of David 
and Solomon, (in his better days). He copied 
the weaknesses and folly of Solomon, and did 
not have his wisdom. | 


I. His Foolish Answer: Chapter 10. 


Solomon died, and Rehoboam reigned in his 
stead. The people came together to Shechem 
to make him king. There was one obstacle in 
the way. The people had grown weary of the 
extravagance and heavy taxation of the brilliant 
reign of Solomon, and were in no mood to 
continue the path they were traveling. Even in 
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the lifetime of Solomon there were signs of 
discontent and even rebellion. Various “adver- 
saries” had raised their heads in different parts 
of the kingdom. The most dangerous of these 
was Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who had been 
a wise and efficient officer under Solomon, but 
had fled to Egypt as a political refugee. 


With this able leader as their spokesman, all 
Israel came to Shechem with some very definite 
demands that he “ease somewhat the grievous 
service of thy father.” This was not an un- 
reasonable demand, or request. The burden of 
taxation was too heavy to bear, and the virtual 
slavery of the workmen who were “drafted”’ 
for the building of the many “houses” and 
palaces, was extremely irritating. He put off 
his answer for three days. 


He first asked counsel of the “old men” who 
had been with his father. They no doubt had 
been uneasy themselves at the way things were 
going, and they sensed the danger in the situa- 
tion. The slogan of Solomon seemed to be, 
“Build, build, build; tax, tax, tax; spend, spend, 
spend.” There may have been those in that day 
who thought that this meant prosperity; there 
are those in our day who seem to think the 
same way. These “old men” advised the young 
monarch to be kind and speak good words to 
the people, and they will be thy servants for- 
ever. This was splendid advice, but Rehoboam 
was not willing to take it, and so he turns to 
the young men who had been brought up with 
him. When we are not ready to accept good 
advice we often try to ease our consciences by 
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seeking counsel from others who will be more 
likely to agree with us. How important for a 
king or a president to have wise counsellors! 
Sometimes men are elected to rule who have 
had little experience. They may be good men, 
but they need wiser men to guide them. In our 
own country we see this happen, and many 
cases are found in the history of other nations. 
Queen Elizabeth was by no means an _ ideal 
queen, but she did surround herself with able 
counsellors, and England prospered during her 
reign. These younger companions of the king 
gave him the advice which, no doubt, he de- 
sired; “My father made your yoke heavy, but 
I will add thereto: my father chastised you with 
whips, but I wil] chastise you with scorpions.” 


Even a fool might have seen the outcome. 
The people, who already had an able leader 
in Jeroboam, answered with a great shout of 
wrath; “What portion have we in David? .. . 
every man to his tents, O Israel, and now David, 
see to thine own house.” These words carry 
us back to the beginning of David’s reign when 
at first he ruled over only two tribes, Judah 
and Benjamin. By a wise and _ conciliatory 
course David had succeeded in uniting the whole 
nation. There was always, however, a certain 
amount of jealousy and ill-will between the 
two sections, and while it was seemingly healed 
under David and Solomon, it was ready to 
break out again at the first opportunity. Here 
was the occasion, and the split became a perma- 
nent one, ten of the Northern tribes rebelling 
and choosing Jeroboam as their king, while 
only the two Southern ones remained loyal to 
David's house. 
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his foolish reply, bait it was now too late. He 
might have said at was said under far dif- 
ferent circumstances, “Of all sad words of 
tongue or pen; the saddest are these—it might 
have been.” An attempt on his part to collect 
tribute was met by the stoning of the tax- 
collector. For a while Rehoboam thought of 
making war on the rebellious tribes, but God 
sent Shemaiah the man of God to tell him; “Ye 
shall not go up and fight against your brother.” 
This time, he obeyed the command of God, 
and recalled his army. 


I suppose ly was deeply regretted 
b 


II. His Few Good Years: 11:5-23. 


He very wisely built some cities for defense. 
He knew that the larger section of the nation 
had rebelled, and would most likely try to make 
the other two tribes follow them. When we 
have potential enemies, it is wise to be pre- 
pared. The spiritual and _ religious leaders 
flocked to his support, for the Temple was in 
Jerusalem, and there was the center of religious 
life. So many from the Northern tribes came 
to Jerusalem and strengthened him in his work. 
As we know, Jeroboam was wise enough to 
know this, and tried to offset it by making the 
golden calves for his part of the country. Reho- 
boam followed this good path for three years 
out of seventeen. | 


III. His Fourteen Years of Folly and Sin: 
Chapter 12. 


When he had established and strengthened 
himself he forsook the Law of the Lord. Per- 
haps it was fear—fear of losing the whole nation 
—and a realization of his foolish mistake at 
the beginning of his reign, that made him for 
three years, follow the right path. Like another 
later king, he thought it wise to “walk softly.” 
Then, when he seems to have become more as- 
sured, he begins to turn away from God. 
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The result of his thus forsaking the Law is 
immediately apparent. Shishak, king of Egypt, 
came up against Jerusalem with a great army. 
The king and princes, thoroughly frightened, 
“humbled themselves” before the Lord, and the 
punishment was made lighter, and God’s wrath 
restrained. Nevertheless they became the ser- 
vants of Shishak, who despoiled the Holy City 
of its rich treasures. They carried away the 
“shields of gold’ and Rehoboam had to sub- 
stitute “shields of brass.” Someone has imag- 
ined the feelings of the king as he would look 
upon these brass imitations; the symbols of his 
fading glory. 

I think that we should stop here long enough 
to point out a lesson for’ the Church. We have 
our “Shields of Gold,” precious doctrines that 
lie at the basis of Christianity; doctrines like 
the Inspiration of the Bible, the Virgin Birth, 
and Deity of our Savior, the Resurrection of 


the Body, Salvation by Grace, The Blood Atone- — 


ment, The Presence and Power of the Holy 
Spirit, etc. In her fight against sin and Satan, 
we need our “Shields of Gold’; only with them 
can we quench the fiery darts of the wicked one. 
Are we going to allow the enemies of the 
Church—within or without—to take away these 
signs of our supernatural origin and strength 
and glory, and substitute “shields of brass’? Let 
us cling to the “Faith of our fathers”; the faith 
delivered unto the saints. When our “Shields 
of Gold” are stolen, our glory is gone. 


“And he did evil, because he prepared not 
his heart to seek the Lord.” His outward failure 
was but the fruit of his inward sinfulness. This 
explains his folly and failure. It will explain 
the folly and failure of any man. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 17 


REV._B. HOYT EVANS 


The New Life 


Hymn: “All Hail The Power Of Jesus’ Name” 

Prayer 

Scripture: II Corinthians 5:14-17 and 

Galatians 2:20. 

Hymn: “O For A Thousand Tongues To 
Sing”’ 

Offering 

Hymn: “I Am Thine, O Lord” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


Last week we said that the real meaning of 
Easter is to be found in the resurrection, and 
the significance of the resurrection is the victory 
over sin and death which Christ won. The value 
of that victory is not merely negative (the defeat 
of two great spiritual enemies), it is a -positive 
victory, because it issues in newness and full- 
ness of life. When sin and death are defeated, 
spiritual life results from that defeat. 


In the program last week we said that Christ’s 
victory over sin and death is also our victory 
through faith in Him. “Thanks be to God 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Our reason tells us that if the 
victory is ours through faith, the resulting new- 
ness of life is also ours. Jesus Himself confirms 
our reason when He says, “Because I live, ye 
shall live also.” 


In this program we shall seek to find out 
how this newness of life is received in our lives 
and what difference it makes. 


First SPEAKER: 


One of the verses which was read to us from 
the fifth chapter of II Corinthians says that 
when a person is in Christ he is a new creation. 
The person who is in Christ has the new life 
of which we are speaking here. What does it 
mean to be “in Christ’? It means to lose our 
lives in His life. Jesus said that if we try to 
save our lives, we will lose them, but if we are 
willing to lose our lives in Him, we will find 
life eternal. When a drop of water stands by 
itself it soon evaporates. If that same drop of 
water loses itself in the ocean, its own identity 
is gone, but it has entered a much fuller and 
more enduring existence. When we, by faith, 
lose our lives in Christ, we give up some things 
that are distinctively our own, but we gain 
far more than we lose. We give up our sin 
and selfishness and receive in their place the 
love and righteousness of God. 


Paul wrote to the Galatian Christians that 
since he had come to know Christ he was living 
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a life that was not his own. The same is true 
of every real Christian. When we give ourselves 
over to Christ, He lives in us, and the life which 
we have is the life of Christ in us. His death 
for sin becomes our. death, and His resurrec- 
tion is our resurrection. That is why we can 
say that His victory is ours. This is a great 
mystery to be sure, but we do not have to 
understand it fully in order to receive its bless- 
ings. All we have to do is to accept it by faith 
and lose our lives in Christ that He may live 
in us, 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


When Christ lives in us, does it really make 
a difference? When we have this newness of 
life, is it visible to others? There certainly 
should be a noticeable difference. If there is 
no apparent change in us and in the way we 
live, then we may well wonder if the new life 
has ever begun in us. The Bible says, “Old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new.” 


There is good reason for the change in our 
way of living. Christ is in us. We are thinking 
new thoughts, Christ’s thoughts. We have new 
attitudes and outlooks, Christ’s attitudes and 
outlooks. We have new motives, Christ’s motives. 
These new thoughts, attitudes, and motives are 
bound to make a real, visible difference in the 
way we live. It is a difference that others are 
able to see and that we ourselves can compre- 
hend. The most glorious experience a person 
can know is the. thrill of Christ living in him. 


We must recognize that there are times of 
disccuragement which come even to those in 
whem Christ very truly livés. There are times 
when our former nature,/ our sinful nature, is 
very much in evidence. Paul wrote to the 
Romans, “The good that I would, I do not, but 
the evil which I would not, that I do.” This 
is an experience which comes to every Christian. 
At such times we must not give up in defeat, 
because the victory is ours through Christ who 
lives in us. We must rather commit ourselves 
anew to Him each day and each hour until 
every trace of our old sinful nature is gone 
and we are wholly His. 
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Church News 


Columbia Seminary Society of 
Missionary Inquiry Plans 
World Missions Conference 


The Society of Missionary Inquiry of Colum- 
bia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Georgia, 
has announced plans for the Third World Mis- 
sions Conference to be held April 22-24. The 
conference will be staged at Camp Smyrna near 
Conyers, Georgia, southeast of Atlanta. 


Invitations to attend have been extended to 
over five hundred selected Senior High and 
College students from South Carolina, Georgia, 
Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi. The faculty 
and the student body, for the most part, of 
Columbia Seminary will attend. 3 


Speakers included for the meeting are Dr. C. 
Darby Fulton, missionary statesman of the Pres- 
byterian Church, Rev. Eugene L. Daniel, Can- 
didate Secretary of the Board of World Mis- 
sions of the Presbyterian Church, Reverend Ish- 
mael Andrake, Brazilian graduate of Columbia 
Seminary at present studying at Louisville Pres- 
byterian Seminary, and Dr. Julia Lake Kellers- 
berger, noted missionary author. 


The conference will include speakers, forums, 
hvymn-sings, recreation, and personal confer- 
ences. Registration will begin Friday afternoon 
at 2:00 P. M. with the first meal served at 
6:00 P. M. The conference will end following 
dinner on Sunday. 


Registrations are being handled by Mr. Sher- 
wood Harvard, Columbia Theological Sem- 
inaryinary, Decatur, Georgia. Telephone: 
DEarborn-9147. Interested persons may contact 
him at this address. The registration fee is five 
dollars per person. 


NOTE: This release is being sent to stated 
clerks, secretaries, youth advisers, synodical and 


presbyterial newspaper editors, and other per- 


sens who might be interested. It is our hope 
that you will give it the widest publicity in 


- your presbytery and synod, and encourage the 


vouth of your ecclesiastical sub-division to at- 
tend. 


BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 


Nashville — Sixteen new missionaries were 
appointed here today by the Board of World 
Missions, meeting in bi-monthly session, the 
largest group to be accepted for evangelistic, 
medical and educational work in foreign fields 
in several months. Of the 16, eight will go to 
Korea, three to Congo, and two each to Mexico 
and Formosa. One has not yet been given a 
permanent assignment. 
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but stated a belief that the island’s future is 


The Board also, during its three-day session, 
prepared its annual report to the General As- 
sembly, and approved a lengthy report prepared 
by a special committee after a study of the rec- 
ommendations of the General Assembly’s Ad 
Interim Committee on World Missicns, as pre- 
sented to the 1954 General Assemb! . This re- 
port was prepared at the request cl! the Gen- 
eral Assembly, which sought the Board’s analy- 
sis of the Ad Interim study. Drafting the Board’s 
study were a committee under ager egy 
of Dr. Jas A. Jones, and including Mrs. H. C. 
Bleckschmidt, Dr. Jas. E. Bear, Dr. H. E. Rus- 
sell, and Dr. Wm. Elliott as ex-officio member. 


In yet another action, the Board set up a 
committee and empowered it to select and pur- 
chase a site for a new Board of World Missions 
Building in Nashville. The committee was also 
told to proceed to have plans for the new build- 
ing drawn up by an architect. Preliminary work 
has located two suitable sites, and the purchase 
price of either is expected to be in the neigh- 
borhood of $50,000. 


Special events occurring during the meeting 
included visits of men from three foreign coun- 
tries. From Germany, Dr. W. C. Brueckmann, 
consul of the Federal Republic for the Southern 
area of the U. S., presented symbolic gifts ex- 
pressing the gratitude of the West Germans for 
gifts of clothing and food sent by the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., during the time of Ger- 
many’s great need following the war. Presenta- 
tion was made to Dr. C. Darby Fulton and Dr. 


Paul B. Freeland, secretary of the Department 


of Overseas Relief and Inter-Church Aid, which 
handled the relief program of the Church. 


From Canada came the Rev. E. H. Johnson, 
Overseas Secretary of the Board of Missions for 
the Canadian Presbyterian Church; and from 
England, Dr. R. E. Fenn, Secretary of Overseas 
Missions for the Presbyterian Church of Eng- 
land. These men reported to the Board on ob- 
servations of the work, problems and future of 
the Formosan missions of their and the South- 
ern Presbyterian Churches. Reports were based 
on six weeks’ stay in the island, ending in early 
March . 


Dr. Fenn reported that there are more than 
40,000 Presbyterians on the island now, with 
more than 400 churches. Amazing growth of 
the faith among the aborigines of the mountain 
area was also reported. Mr. Johnson described 
the difficult political situation in the island, 


much more secure as the result of America’s 
firm stand. 


A new step was taken by the Board in voting 
to begin a small subsidy to chaplains in the 
Republic of Korea armed forces. A total of 
$2,400 was voted as an emergency and tempor- 
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ary fund to support the chaplaincy work, just 
beginning in the Korean army. 


In another action of great interest to mis- 
sionaries on furlough, or planning to begin a 
furlough in*the near future, the Board voted 
to increase furlough salary allowance by $12.50 
per month for each missionary. For a mission- 
ary couple this means a $25 per month increase. 
The effective date was placed at April 1, 1955. 


Approval was given by the Board to a re- 
quest by the Korean mission for the Rev. E. H. 
Hamilton to be allowed to come up from For- 
mosa to lead an evangelistic crusade in Korea. 
This crusade, a part of the Church-wide evan- 
gelistic emphasis and exchange, will take Mr. 
Hamilton to each of four main centers of mis- 
sionary work in Korea for a week-long evan- 
gelistic effort in each. The Board voted to share 
the cost of this project with the Division of 
Evangelism, Board of Church Extension. 


Official expressions of gratitude and appre- 
ciation were voted by the Board in taking note 
of the approaching retirement of Miss Alice J. 
McClelland, missionary to Mexico. Miss Mc- 
Clelland reached the official retirement age 
three years ago, and was granted three con- 
secutive one-year extensions as allowed by 
Church and Board policy. Her retirement be- 
comes effective June 1, after 47 years of out- 
standing service. 


In still another action, the Missions Board 
named Dr. Harry Moffett, Dr. T. Watson Street, 
and Dr. William M. Elliott, Jr., as a commit- 
tee to work with the Synod of Texas’ Long- 
Range Planning Committee in. studying the 
purposes and program of Tex-Mex and Pres- 
Mex institutions. The Synod cf Texas has sug- 
gested that in the process of re-studying the 
purpose of these institutions which serve the 
Mexican-speaking youth of Texas and Mexico, 
that the Board of World Missions might find a 
means of using these schools for furthering the 
missionary work among the Mexicans. 


A Faithful Servant Called Home 


San Luis Potosi, Mexico — Dr. James O. 
Shelby, 79, retired Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
missionary to this country, died today, closing 
more than half a century of: ministry to and 
leadership of Mexican Christians. Dr. Shelby 
had been in ill health since December, 1953, 
when he suffered a stroke. 


Since his appointment as a missionary in 
April, 1901, Dr. Shelby had served in a dozen 
Mexican mission stations, first in the cities in 
Northern Mexico near the Rio Grande, and 
later, when the Southern Presbyterian field was 
shifted to Southwest Mexico, in the country 
west of Mexico City. Amonz those which he 
served were Linares, -Cuidad Victoria, Tula, 
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Mercedes, Morelia, Mexico City, Uruapan, 
Tixtla, Chilpancingo, Cuernavaca, Coyoacan, 
and San Luis Potosi. 


PRESBYTERIAN U. S. SERIES 
OF THE PROTESTANT HOUR 


The Presbyterian U. S. Series of the Protestant 
Hour will return to the air Sunday, April 17, 
1955, and will be heard for ten weeks. The 
speaker for the entire series will be Dr. John 
A. Redhead, Jr., Pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Greensboro, North Carolina. 

_ The general theme of Dr. Redhead’s message 
is “Let God Help You.” The first three sub- 
jects have been announced as “Let God Help 
You Find Strength for the Day,” “Let God 
Help You Have Faith,” and “Let God Help 
You Find Confidence in Yourself.” 

The Protestant Hour is heard over many sta- 
noms A. (ES.T.), 7:30 A. M. 
(C.S.T.) every Sunday. However, since the 
broadcast time does vary in some localities, it 
is suggested that the local newspaper or station 
be consulted for the correct hour in each lo- 
cality. 


“Ecumenism, Bible Study and Liturgy” 


Richmond, Va. — Union Theological Sem- 
inary announces the appointment of Dr. 
Suzanne de Dietrich as Guest Lecturer in The- 
ology. Dr. de Dietrich is Resident Lecturer at 
the Ecumenical Institute, Celigny, Switzerland. 
Students at the Seminary and the General As- 
sembly’s Training School are privileged to at- 
tend her lectures on The People of God and 
Images of the Church. In addition to her re- 
sponsibilities at the Seminary, Dr. de Dietrich 
will speak to church groups and conferences. 

Ecumenism, Bible Study and liturgy (she is 
a member of the Liturgical Commission of the 
Reformed Church of France) have been her 
main fields of interest all through her life. She 
has written several books, articles, Bible study 
outlines in French which have been translated 
into many languages, however, only two of her 
books are in English, BEHOLD THY KING, and 
REDISCOVERING THE BIBLE. 


BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 


Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. 

Prices are low, $3.00 will supply 25 fami- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 

Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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HaAPPINEss THROUGH CREATIVE LIVING.  Pres- 
ton Bradley. Hanover House. $2.95. 


The author of this book is a Unitarian min- 
ister. He draws large crowds and is considered 
a competent counsellor in human_ relations. 
It is an addition to the “self-help” literature 
that is coming off the press so volumincusly 
these days. The main value of this volume 
is to show the best that Unitarians have to 
cfler and hew inadequate preaching is when 
divorced from the divine Savicur. 


My Spiriruar Diary. 
Fleming H. Revell Co. 


This is an intimate accounting of one soul 
to its God. Writing in diary form, Dale Evans 
Rogers tells of the leng hard road from defeat 
to ultimate victory. Here are glimpses into one 
of America’s happiest homes. Here are also ob- 
servations and comment on Billy Graham’s 
campaign in England in which Dale and Roy 
Rogers played a prominent part. 


Dale Evans Rogers. 
52.00. 


THE PeExson oF Curist. G. C. Berkouwer. 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. $4.00. 


By this time mest of cur readers are ac- 
quainted with scme of the writings of this dis- 
tinguished theologian from Holland. His 
former volumes have dene much to strengthen 
believers in the Reformed Faith. 


This volume deals with the whole subject 
of Christology. Dr. Berkcuwer believes that the 
confession cf the Church touching Jesus can 
never be a knowledge such that with it the 


Church can elevate itself above the world. He_ 


says: “It is precisely within the Church that 
people will have to remind themselves that this 
knowledge is a gift and a miracle which did 
not arise out of flesh and blood. This humility 
and this awareness of the origin of our con- 
fession that Jesus is the Christ do not exclude 
the testimony of the Church but on the con- 
trary press the Church to it. ‘He that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life.” This mes- 
sage in the Church often sounds like a proud 
threat to one who is a stranger to the life of 
grace but in reality it arises just as with John 
from the conviction that in Christ alone we 
have life.” 


The author believes that the Church is called 
upon to re-think its confession. If the Church 
wishes in the face of falsehood and denial to 
testify to the truth it will have to be more 
than ever convinced of the reliability of this 
message. He holds that the Church must know 
what it is about when it defends the ancient 
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Any Three of the Books Listed Below 
Sent Postpaid for $5.00 


SUPPLY LIMITED — ORDER NOW 


The Reformed Doctrine 
$4.50 


By Loraine Boettner 


Chris‘ianity and Liberalism 
By J. Gresham Machen 


The Presbyierian Conflict 
By Edwin H Rian 


$2.50 


Edward O. _ $1.00 
By J. Gray McAllister and 
Grace Owings Guerrant 
Ow 
By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Who Say Ye ThatI Am $2.50 
Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Christ the Bread of Life $2.50 
By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Christ—The Hope of Glory __——___ $3.00 
By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Order From 
THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Weaverville, North Carolina 


creeds and in this defense it will not be enough 
merely to extend a protective hand over the 
common property of tradition but it is to speak 
with the ring of sincerity and will have to show 
scmething of a necessity which is laid upon it. 


~ Undoubtedly this is one of the finest exposi- 


tions and defenses of the doctrine of the TWO 
NATURES of Christ that has appeared in many 
decades. Here is a book for students, ministers 
and teachers of theology. It is a book that will 
delight the trained mind. It is a book that 
does not evade or side-step critical issues. It 
should also be stated, however, that this book 
is also written for Christians who desire to 
become better informed as to the heart of the 
Christian faith. This book is designed to enable 
Christians to speak boldly and _ intelligently 
in their witness for Christ. It is a truly great 
book viewed from every angle. —jJ. R. R. 


KATHY AND CARL CapTurReD. Dorothy Johns- 


ton. Scripture Press. $1.50. 


In this second book of the Kathy and Carl 
series, the covered wagon train reaches Oregon 
territory when it has to settle down for the 
winter before moving on to its final destination. 
Here Kathy and Car] live near the fort where 
the Whitmans, well-known missionaries to the 
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Oregen country live. Contacts with the Indians 
provide much of the adventure angles. Kathy 
is captured and carried off and Carl goes to 
hunt for her. This is a mighty fine story that 
girls will like from ages ten to fourteen. 


THe Burpen Is Licut. Eugenia Price. 
Fleming H. Revell Publishing Co. $2.50. 


This is Eugenia Price’s own story—the story 
of a successful young radio script-writer lead- 
ing a hectic life of emptiness who came to take 
God at His Word. The author tells of the dark 
days spent on Chicago’s North Side—days of 
loneliness and lack of direction. It tells of meet- 
ing Ellen, one who dared to live Christ before 
her. Here, too, are the frustrations, the con- 
flicts and the whole story of how the author 
found Christ in a lonely hotel room above New 
York City. This book is a witness of Christ’s 
power in transforming a life of doubting fear 
into one of devoted service. 


THE WESTMINSTER PuLpiT, Vol. 5. G. Camp- 
bell Morgan. Fleming H. Revell Co. $4.00. 


This volume contains three series of sermons 
centering around Christian citizenship, Church 
ideals and the Kingdom of God. Dr. Morgan 
enunciates in clear and compelling notes the 
need for Christian citizenship. Stressing Church 
ideals Dr. Morgan discusses the government and 
labor required of those who name Christ as 
their King and would raise to His rightful place 
in their lives. These messages will be inspirin 
to Christians the world over. | 


Is LIFE. 
Doubleday & Co. $3.50. 


In a collection of short stories based on the 
television series “This Is The Life’ Helen 
Chappell White has recorded ten dramatic epi- 
sodes in the life of the Fishers of Middleburg. 
Middleburg is a_ fictional mid-western town 
and there the Fishers operate a drug store. They 
are average Americans and yet they are different 
because they bring their faith into every hour 
of their lives. In a way these are parables of 
our times. 


Helen Chappell White. 


Clarence E. 
$2.00. 


This master of the biographical sermon has 
given us another volume of twelve sermons 
dealing with characters of both the Old and 
New Testaments. Dr. Macartney prefaces this 
volume with an autobiographical statement, 
“Almost as far back as I can remember Bible 
biography has intrigued me. At the very start 
of my ministry I began to write and preach 
sermons on the characters of the Bible .. . 
There is not a doctrine of the Christian faith, 
not a duty of the Christian believer, not a 


THE WoMAN OF TEKOAH. 
Macartney. Abingdon Press. 
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temptation which assails the soul of man which 
cannot be illustrated by some Bible character.” 


This volume portrays the wise woman of 
Tekoah, Naboth, Jehoshaphat, Onesiphorous, 
Naomi, Onesimus, and other lesser known char- 
acters. In each of these messages, Dr. Macartney 
points out the laws of life which regulate suc- 
cess and failure. 


In the evaluation of this reviewer, the most 
stimulating and challenging message is on 
“Agrippa.” It sounds a warning against being 
almost a Christian and the importance of being 
altogether a Christian. He closes his message 
with this statement: “The most solemn part 
of the service is when the service is over. I 
wonder what Paul thought of, what he said, 
if he said anything, to the soldier at his side 
as he led him back to his cell? He had done 
his best. He had brought his soul almost into 


the kingdom but not altogether. But almost 


is not enough; almost is but to fail. Why not 
altogether? May the great apostle’s words echo 
not in vain and every soul hear this day — ‘I 


would to God that not only thou but also all | 


that hear me this day were both almost and 
altogether such as I am except these bonds.’ ” 


This volume constitutes a splendid source 
of sermon suggestions to ministers and an abid- 
ing inspiration to all who will thoughtfully 
read these messages. —jJ. R. R. 


Topics FOR THE YOUTH FELLOWsHIP, No. 17. 
Tom A. Smith. Warner Press. $.75. 


A useful book for evening fellowship meet- 
ings adapted for high school and college age 


groups. 


Gop’s SEVEN ABOMINATIONS. W. B. Riley - 
R. G. Lee. Van Kampen Press. $1.00. 


How to have a bird’s eye-view of God’s out- 
lock on sin is the theme of this last work of 
Dr. W. B. Riley. It is based on Proverbs 6:16-19 
and lists the seven sins God cannot tolerate. 
It is a challenging and thought-provoking lit- 
tle volume for the Christian who will begin 
to search his own heart for the roots of these 
sins. The last chapter was written by Dr. R. G. 
Lee upon the death of Dr. Riley. 


THE Quest For MEEKNEss AND QUIETNESS OF 
Spirit. Matthew Henry. William B. Eerd- 
mans. $2.00. 


The author here pleads with us to avail 
ourselves of the “ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit,” and to apply this precious and comely 
grace to all our contacts in everyday living. This 
is a deep, tender, and all-together winsome plea. 
No message could be more practical or fitting 
for this age. 
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PETE AND PENNY AND PRAY. 


Dorothy Grun- 
bock Johnston. Scripture Press. | 


$2.50. 


This book has been designed for use among 
boys and girls who have reached that point in 
life where the habit ef personal devotions and 
devotional reading should be developed. ‘There 
is a story for each day and each daily episode 
has a three-fold cbjective: to present a story, 
then a Bible truth or instruction and _ finally 
the actual Scriptural verses bearing upon that 
truth. All this is put together in an entertain- 
ing form. Mrs. Johnston has quite a family of 
her own and what she has set forth in these 


pages are the ideal of instruction she has found 


mest effective and satisfactory. 


Frank E. 
$1.50. 


The aim of this volume is to present the 
incisive, ethical and_ spiritual teaching that 
makes the epistle of James such a vividly prac- 
tical portion of the New Testament. It is Dr. 
Gaebelein’s conviction that the message of the 
plain spoken brother of our Lord Jesus Christ 
is one that is urgently needed by the church 
today. The contents of this book were originally 
given as a series of lectures delivered before 
the Convention Chretienne of Morges, Switzer- 
land in September, 1952. 


THE PRACTICAL EPISTLE OF JAMES. 
Gaebelein. Doniger and Raughley. 


The author contends that among the New 
Testament writings, the epistle of James has 
had perhaps less justice done it than almost 
any other. He writes, “Commentaries upon it 
are rather few in number compared with those 
on the other epistles of similar length and the 
significant fact is that James has been neglected 
and misunderstood not so much by those of 
liberal theological views as by evangelicals and 
even fundamentalists. A part of this neglect, 
says Dr. Gaebelein, is due to such comments 
that this epistle is “only elementary” in _ its 
teaching or it is “for the Jews’ and not for us. 
Dr. Gaebelein answers such superficial criti- 
cisms by saying, “Much of what\James says may 
-be ‘elementary’ from the doctrinal point of 
view yet from the practical point of view it 
is far advanced. These are days when we need 
to get back to the plain, practical things about 
which he speaks with such forthright boldness.” 


The author is to be commended especially 
lor his treatment of 5:14-16. This passage is 
treated under the caption, “Healing and 
Prayer.” He shows how this section has been 
extensively misinterpreted and misunderstood 
by Roman Catholicism and Pentacostalism. He 
linds that the abiding lesson of this passage 
is simply this: “In the case of sickness among 
Christians, prayer and the Holy Spirit are es- 
sential.” He expresses it this way, “Not that 
medical means are to be despised. It is not a 
matter of either prayer or medicine but of 
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both prayer and medicine. For Christians it is 
God and medicine with God first.” 


There are commentaries on James that are 
more pedantic than this one but this reviewer 
is persuaded that there are few that could be 
classified as practical in the application of 
Christianity. —J. R. R. 


INsIDE BUCHMANISM. Geoffrey Williamson. 
Philosophical Library. $4.75. 


This volume is unique in that it represents 
the fruits of a prolonged and painstaking in- 
quiry by an independent writer with long ex- 
perience of conducting fact-finding investiga- 
tions. In it the public is given the most com- 
plete and penetrating study of the Oxford 
group and ‘“‘moral-rearmament” yet made. The 
author takes the reader behind the scenes and 
describes every stage of his investigation show- 
ing how as every fresh avenue of inquiry opened 
it was followed patiently to its logical conclu- 
sion. The narrative provides an absorbingly in- 
teresting case-history of one of the most remark- 
able social phenomena of present times. 


COMMENTARY ON THE HEIDELBERG CATECHISM. 
Zacharias Ursinus. William B. Eerdmans. $6.95. 


Among the Reformers of the second genera- 
tion no one can be named who is more worthy 
of honorable remembrance than the learned 
and amiable author of this noted HEIDELBER@_ 
CATECHISM. It was originally written in Latin 
and this volume was translated by George W. 
Wiliard. Though not so well known, the writ- 
ings of Ursinus are well deserving of a place in 
every ministers library by the side of the works 
of Luther, Melancthon, Zwingli, Calvin and 
others ‘who still have something to say to our 
generation. In this volume there is a faithful 
exposition of the Apostles Creed, the Decalogue, 
the Lord’s Prayer all of which enter so largely 
into the Heidelberg Catechism. Ursinus was a 
man who walked with God and Christianity 


with him was not a theory merely but a busi- 


ness of life. This volume is the product of 
Christian genius and still has much to teach 
the church of Christ in our day. 


THE VoicE From THE Cross. Andrew W. 
Blackwood, Jr. Baker Book House. $1.50. 


The author presents in this volume a series 
of timely messages on the seven sayings of Christ 
from the cross. He demonstrates in a striking 
and effective way the pertinence of these say- 
ings for our age and generation. These sermons 
are scripture—based, logically constructed and 
presented with force and clarity. The reading 
of this volume will show the relevancy of the 
Christian gospel to the problems and needs of 
today. 
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